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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
• Eric Johnson: 50 years old.y
• Founder and President of  Ignited
• Business: Advertising

• Role:  Oversee the organization, 
id  t t i  di ti  l d provide strategic direction, lead 

key client relationships and secure 
new clients



The Early Years…The Early Years…The Early Years…The Early Years…
I was born in Dearborn, Michigan and raised in 
Birmingham, MichiganBirmingham, Michigan



The Early Years…The Early Years…The Early Years…The Early Years…
Younger brother Chris, younger sister Janine



Active in Boy ScoutsActive in Boy ScoutsActive in Boy ScoutsActive in Boy Scouts
Active Cub Scout and Boy Scout

Troop Leader development with 
B  S  f  A iBoy Scouts of  America



HIGH SCHOOLHIGH SCHOOLHIGH SCHOOLHIGH SCHOOL
Attended Seaholm High School in Birmingham, Michigang g , g



HIGH SCHOOLHIGH SCHOOL
• Wrestling, Football, Track, Soccer and Cross Country

HIGH SCHOOLHIGH SCHOOL
g, , , y

• Did a Flex programs- lots of  nerdy kids



HIGH SCHOOLHIGH SCHOOL

Things I enjo ed in HS Things I did not enjo  in HS

HIGH SCHOOLHIGH SCHOOL

Things I enjoyed in HS Things I did not enjoy in HS

• Wrestling
• Football

• Chemistry
• PhysicsFootball

• Flex Program
Physics

• Spanish



HIGH SCHOOLHIGH SCHOOL

Acti ities/Athletics in HS Jobs I o ked hile in HS

HIGH SCHOOLHIGH SCHOOL

Activities/Athletics in HS Jobs I worked while in HS

• Captain Wrestling Team
• Played Football

• Little Caesars Pizza
Played Football

• Played Soccer
• Ran ½ Mile, Mile in Track
• Ran Cross Country



HIGH SCHOOLHIGH SCHOOL

Fondest e o ies f o  HS
Obstacles/Adversity you had to 

 i  HS

HIGH SCHOOLHIGH SCHOOL

Fondest memories from HS overcome in HS

• Girls
• Wrestling

• Not “cool”
• Good gradesWrestling Good grades



C llC llCollegeCollege
Attended University of  Michigany g

My 2nd year of college



CollegeCollege
Acti ities/Athletics in College Jobs I o ked hile in College

CollegeCollege
Activities/Athletics in College Jobs I worked while in College

• Sigma Nu Fraternity
• Hockey at Fraternity

• Omega Pizza- delivery
• Rick’s – Short order cookHockey at Fraternity Rick s Short order cook
• Short order cook- LTFG, 

Hilton Head, S.C.
• Holiday Inn East- Hotel 

renovation manager



C ll  C ll  
F o ite cl sses Le st f o ite cl sses

College College 
Favorite classes Least favorite classes

• Macroeconomics
• Journalism

• Computer Science
• StatisticsJournalism

• Bartending
• Creative Writing

Statistics

g



C llC ll
Fondest e o ies

Obstacles or adversity that you had 
 

CollegeCollege
Fondest memories to overcome

• Fraternity Parties
• Warm Fall and spring days

• Didn’t do well in Computer 
Science and StatisticsWarm Fall and spring days

• Michigan Football games • Had to retake courses
• Did summer classes



Career PathCareer PathCareer PathCareer Path

President, 

General 
manager of  

SVP Marketing, 
Activision

President, 
Ignited

Full time job 
developing 
hotels

manager of  
software 
company

Summer 
job 
Renovating 
hotels



CareerCareerCareerCareer

Activision

Select Hotel Management

Ignited



CareerCareer
Fi st e l job: M  o st Job:

CareerCareer
First real job: My worst Job:

Renovating	Hotels Short Order Cook



CareerCareer
Some challenges I had to overcome 
i   

CareerCareer
in my career

• Move to LA
• Transition from hotels Transition from hotels 

to technology
• Transition from 

general manager to 
marketing expertise



CURRENT ROLECURRENT ROLE
History

• Founded company in 1999
• Took team of  17 out of  Activision

Size

• 140 employees
• $180 Million in Billing: $20M revenues

Location

• LA/El Segundo
• New York City

P d t

• Invest in start ups
• PixelMags, Luminare Labs, MBN, Nuance Digital Marketing, Nourage Hair VitaminsProducts PixelMags, Luminare Labs, MBN, Nuance Digital Marketing, Nourage Hair Vitamins

• Plan and Buy media
C  d  b i   Services • Create ads, websites, apps, etc.



What we doWhat we do
• Media	Planning	and	buyingg y g
• TV	Ad	creative
• Website	&	App	development
• Strategy
• Research
• Print	&	outdoor	creative
• Analytics
• Account Management• Account	Management
• Video	production
• Social mediaSocial	media
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Agency ProfileAgency Profile



ClientsClients



CASE STUDY:CASE STUDY: 
FRESH & EASY



THE GOALTHE GOAL

 CHANGE	THE	CONVERSATION
 GIVE	THE	BRAND	A	PERSONALITY
 OWN “EASY”OWN	 EASY























RadioRadio

And	now,	for	your	listening	pleasure:	



billboardbillboard



Transit shelterTransit shelter



InIn‐‐storestore



truckstrucks



websitewebsite



Take over bannersTake over banners



Real time social engagementReal time social engagement



televisiontelevision



Current RoleCurrent RoleCurrent RoleCurrent Role

Sales

CURRENT 
ROLE

StrategyConsulting
ROLE

gyg

Manager



FamilyFamilyFamilyFamily



Career CompensationCareer CompensationCareer CompensationCareer Compensation
President: $150K-

300K+

General Manager-g
SVP Mktg.:

$40K-180K

Dir. Of Projects: j
18K-40K 

Hotel Renovation 
Mgr.

$10/hr.



ACADEMIC EXERCISEACADEMIC EXERCISEACADEMIC EXERCISEACADEMIC EXERCISE
• We will now spend several minutes discussing the day’s p g y

academic module and how it is relevant in the ‘real world’



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERSQUESTIONS AND ANSWERS


