
My life. So far.

SUNNY TRIPATHY



INTRODUCTION
•  My name is SUNNY TRIPATHY and I am 25 years old.

•  I work for… myself. But I have employers, one of them 
being  20th Century Fox.

•  I work as a:
o  Screenwriter, Director and Producer.

•  Sometimes it’s scary. Sometimes it’s exciting.  
But I’m enjoying every second of it.

Youth Business : ALLIANCE 2 



MY CHILDHOOD
•  TORONTO, CANADA  !   SAN FRANCISCO  !  LOS ANGELES 

Apparently my parents thought it would 
be helpful for my career if there were 
lots of pictures of me naked. 
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I	  LOVED	  CAKE.	  In	  fact	  I	  ate	  so	  much	  of	  it,	  I	  got	  fat.	  Really	  fat.	  



I STILL LOVE CAKE



ESPECIALLY PANCAKES



MY FAMILY
•  My family, is well, kinda crazy. But I love them. More than anything.
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MY HIGH SCHOOL
•  I went to Foothill High School in Pleasanton, California.

I	  wasn’t	  bullied	  as	  much	  as	  I	  was	  in	  Middle	  School,	  but	  I	  sCll	  got	  teased.	  I	  got	  extremely	  
skinny,	  avoided	  social	  circles,	  and	  hung	  out	  with	  only	  other	  supernerds	  like	  myself.	  

And	  then	  I	  tried	  to	  become	  cool	  by	  acCng	  gheIo.	  And	  no	  one	  bought	  that	  either.	  
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HIGH SCHOOL
•  At least I studied really hard. I was always interested in 

film and video productions the most but I did every AP 
class I could think of to try to keep my parents happy 
and to get into a good college.
……………………………………………………………….

•  I was in the top 5% of my class and teachers loved me 
for my studiousness. Part of the help came from 
keeping a really smart group of friends who were always 
better than me. This kept me motivated to want to do 
better each and every day.
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•  I was really bad at sports.
o  I STILL AM.

•  I was good at dance, and so I used to do dance. 
•  I also led an Indian dance team at school and people fell in 

love with the idea of Indian Bollywood dances and a form of 
dance called “Bhangra”
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THE CURVE BALL

•  Junior Prom
o  I was attacked by Neo-Nazi gang-members while on route to 

pick up my tux.
o  I was in the hospitalized on and off for months, ending up with 

a shattered clavicle, compressed disc, broken arm, broken nose, 
multiple fractures, and numerous other injuries.
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HOW THAT CHANGED ME

Youth Business : ALLIANCE 12 



GETTING INTO COLLEGE
•  The top few things I did to ensure I got into college 

were:

o  Make sure I had a good GPA
o  That I studied endlessly and did really well on my SATS and SAT 

2’s. (Those still exist, right?)
o  Had a bunch of extracurricular activities
o  Volunteered
o  Wrote amazing essays!
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COLLEGE
UCLA
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COLLEGE
What I did in College outside of classes
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STRUGGLED TO FIND ANY 
JOB OUT OF SCHOOL

•  Wanted to be a writer / filmmaker but had no idea 
how to break into the industry. 

•  Worked as a tutor, model, assistant, and almost any 
job while waiting to try to find and agent. 

•  Started to run out of money
•  Made a webseries as a final attempt to do something, 

and it starred my own family. 



KEEPING UP WITH THE 
GUPTAS



AND THE SERIES BECAME FAMOUS



AND THEN THIS 
HAPPENED



I GOT TO MEET MY 
HEROES 

People I imagined I would never even get to see in real life. Yet alone be able to call a friend.



MY CAREER PATH

Jamba	  
Juice	  
Employee	  	  

Private	  
Tutor	  

Unpaid	  Intern	  

CEO	  of	  
SunnyTFilms	  

My	  own	  TV	  
Show	  with	  
FOX	  
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MY CAREER
•  The worst job I have ever had was:

o  None of them. I have no regrets.
•  I learned from all of them. Some of them included:

o Jamba Juice   
•  (where my mom used my job to sneak away free smoothies for everyone we knew)

o Souplantation
o California Mortgage Group
o Unpaid Internships with insane hours
o Assistant
o Tutor
o Model
o Writer
o CEO
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ADVERSITY
•  Challenges I have had to overcome throughout my 

career are:
o  Racism
o  Sexism
o  Age-Discrimination
o  Prejudice 
o  Impossible Odds
o  Relationships and Trust
o  Health Issues
o  Years of Unemployment and Poverty
o  Fear of the Unknown (which still exists today)
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THE LAST FIVE YEARS HAVE 
BEEN BY FAR, THE MOST 
IMPORTANT THUS FAR.
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So what kind of things do I do? 
What does my day look like? 

Well sometime’s a bit like this… 
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VIDEO	  

hIps://vimeo.com/visceralpr/reel	  

Password:	  	  reponly	  



DO IT ALL OVER AGAIN?

•  Yes.
o  Every benchmark has been crucial to getting me to where I am today.
o  And more than any of the successes, it was actually the FAILURES that 

have got me here today.
•  The things I’ve learned from every time I was knocked down were 

the most important part of this journey.
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ANY QUESTIONS?
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